Amendments in the Claims: (struck-through parts deleted and underlined parts added) 

1 . (currently amended) A hockey skate sheath for deflecting and absorbing 
an impact from a hockey puck, said d e vic e hockey skate sheath comprising: 

a covering generally having the shape of a hockey skate and including a toe 

portion, a pair of side walls, a pair of ankle portions and a back wall, said 
covering having an open top side and an open bottom side, said covering 
comprising a substantially rigid material, an outer surface of said covering 
having a plurality of protrusions thereon; 

a tongue slot extending into a peripheral edge of said top side and extending 

toward said toe portion, a tongue being attached to an inner surface of said 
toe portion and extending upwardly to said top side, said tongue 
comprising a resiliently flexible material; and 

a strap having a first end and a second end, said first end being attached to a first 
of said side walls, a fastener removably fastening said second end of said 
strap to a second of said side walls such that said strap may selectively 
traverse said bottom side. 

Claim 2 (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) The hockey skate sheath of claim 2 J_, wherein said 
back wall has a break therein from said top side to said bottom side and defining a rear 
break, a securing member being attached to said rear break for selectively opening or 
closing said rear break. 

4. (original) The hockey skate sheath of claim 3, wherein said toe portion has 
a break therein defining a front break and extending from said bottom side to said tongue 
slot, a flexible hinge member being attached to and extending along said front break. 



5. (original) The hockey skate sheath of claim 1 , wherein each of said 
protrusions has a substantially uniform shape, said protrusions being evenly distributed 
on said outer surface. 

5 6. (original) The hockey skate sheath of claim 5, wherein each of said 

protrusions have a substantially pyramidal shape. 

7. (currently amended) A hockey skate sheath for deflecting and absorbing 
an impact from a hockey puck, said d e vic e hockey skate sheath comprising: 
10 a covering generally having the shape of a hockey skate and including a toe 

portion, a pair of side walls, a pair of ankle portions and a back wall, said 
covering having an open top side and an open bottom side, a tongue slot 
extending into a peripheral edge of said top side and extending toward said 
toe portion, said back wall having a break therein from said top side to 
15 said bottom side and defining a rear break, said toe portion having a break 

therein defining a front break and extending from said bottom side to said 
tongue slot, said covering comprising a substantially rigid material, an 
outer surface of said covering having a plurality of protrusions, said 
protrusions having a substantially uniform shape and being evenly 
20 distributed on said outer surface; 

a flexible hinge member being attached to and extending along said front break; 
a securing member being attached to said rear break for selectively opening or 

closing said rear break; 
a tongue being attached to an inner surface of said toe portion and extending 
25 upwardly to said top side, said tongue comprising a resiliently flexible 

material; 

a strap having a first end and a second end, said first end being attached to a first 
of said side walls, a fastener removably fastening said second end of said 
strap to a second of said side walls such that said strap may selectively 
30 traverse said bottom side; and 
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a cushioning material being attached to and substantially covering an inner 
surface of said covering. 
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